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Ladies  and  Gentlemen  , 

I  have  the  honour  to  present,  for  your  information  ^  °0^a£^°n’ 
the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Urb 
District  of  Westhoughton,  for  the  year,  1971. 

STATISTICS 

The  estimated  population  of  the  district  in  1971  was  17,680  a  decrease 
of  120  on  the  figure  ascertained  for  1970. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  236  births  were  registered,  of  which  2  were 
stillborn,  so  that  the  Live  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  un  preview ^ 
as  against  14.2  the  previous  year,  and  the  btm  b 
19.0  in  1970. 

Five  infants  failed  to  survive  to  their  first  birthday  6^  “ 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  21 . 0  for  the  year,  compared  with  seven  de 
and  a  rate  of  28.0  in  the  previous  year. 

I  am  pleased  to  bo  able  to  report  that  there  has  been  no  maternal 
death.  The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate,  therefore,  is  ni  . 

The  number  of  deaths,  from  all  causes  was  238  giving  a  Crude  Death 
Rate  of  13.5  and  an  adjusted  rate  of  14.7. 

The  ratio  of  the  local  adjusted  birth  rate  to  the  national  rate  is 
0.82  and  the  ratio  of  the  local  adjusted  death  rate  to  the t 
is  1.27.  The  birth  rate  is  therefore  somewhat  lower  and  the  death  r 

somewhat  higher  than  the  national  average. 

HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Lancashire  County  Council,  through  its  Divisional  Health  Scheme 
1947,  has  continued  to  provide  the  personal  health  services  in  the  district, 
details  of  Which  will  be  found  in  Section  B  of  the  Report,  together  with 
certain  information  in  regard  to  other  services. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 

Shifts; 

unfit  houses  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 
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The  need  for  a  heal tty-environment  has  been  understood  and  accepted  by 
Public  Health  Departments  for  very  mary  years.  It  has  now  assumed 
importance  and  general  acceptance  by  all  members  of  the  community.  The 
work  of  the  department  in  refuse  collection  and  disposal;  clean  air 
control;  prevention  of  nuisances  and  housing  is  aimed  to  .maintain  satis¬ 
factory  environmental  standards  and  achieve  improvements  where  practicable. 

A  major  nuisance  relating  to  obnoxious  odours  from  an  offensive  trade 
premises  has  given  rise  to  serious  complaint  over  the  years.  Action  taken 
by  the  Council  resulted  in  the  granting  of  an  injunction  restraining  the  firm 

from  creating  nuisance  by  stenches.  This  is  a  positive  step  in  the . 

improvement  of  the  environment  particularly  within  a  mile  radius  from  the 
premises  concerned. 

Reconstruction  of  the  main  sewerage  works  at  Rogers  Farm  commenced  in 
November ,  the  contract  period  being  thirty  six  months.  The  new  Works  will 
provide  a  modern  treatment  plant,  initially  for  a  population  of  30.,  000  and 
ultimately  for  a  population  of  40,000.  It  is  anticipated  the  sewerag e 
works  may  be  completed  in  advance  of  the  contract  period  and  re-sewerage 
of  the  district  may  commence  about  August,  1972.  This  work  has  a  vital 
bearing  upon  the  development  of  Westhoughton.  It  is  also  anticipated  that 
the  Dicconson  Lane  sewerage  works  will  be  replaced  by  a  gravity  connection 
to  the  Aspull  sewer. 

Over  one  thousand  six  hundred  enquiries  were  recorded  at  the  department 
from  members  of  the  public  during  the  year  and  these  covered  a  wide  spectrum 
of  matters  in  most  fields  of  Public  Health.  A  great  deal  of  tine  is  spent 
by  Inspectors  answering  enquiries  relating  to  property  and  the  possibility 
of  carrying  out  improvement  work.  This  aspect  of  housing  is  likely  to 
increase  in  momentum.  Sixteen  improvement  grant  applications  and  forty 
eight  standard  grant  applications  were  approved  in  relation  to  private 
property.  In  addition  Council  house  improvements  are  now  in  full  swing  ' 
and  work  was  completed  at  sixty  five  houses  during  the  year.  The  ‘Council 
have  acquired  forty  six  N.C.B.  houses  in  Kearsley  Street  and  Hindley  Road 
and  complete  renovation  and  modernisation  is  under  way.  A  further  twenty 
one  houses  purchased  from  the  National  Coal  Board  and  situated  in  Wigan 
Road  (Hart  Common  Area)  are  to  be  improved. 

No.  7  Smoke  Control  Order  comprising  approximately  four  hundred 
dwellings  and  covering  nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  the  Hindley 
Road/Wearish  Lane  area  was  made  by  the  Council  in  October  and  will  become 
operative  in  October,  1973*  This  area  covers  much  open  land  which  will 
become  subject  to  residential  development  and  smoke  control  from -the  out¬ 
set.  About  2,866  premises  are  now  subject  to  Smoke  Control  Orders.  The 
change. to  piped  fuels  continues  with  gas,  electricity  or  oil  being  used 
in  well  over  80%  of  firegrate  conversions.  Quite  apart  from  smoke  control 
an  increasing  number  of  household Drs  are  turning  to  some  form  of  smokeless 
heating  on  grounds  of  efficiency  and  cleanliness. 


Food  hygiene  and  the  inspection  of  food  premises  is  an  important 
duty  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  three  hundred  and  seventy  five 
visits  wore  made  in  connection  with  this  aspect  of  the  department's 
work. 


The  refuse  collection  service  again  met  all  the  demands  placed  upon 
it.  The  bulk  of  refuse  continues  to  rise  unabated  and  during  the  year  a 
new  peak  of  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy  seven  separate 
collections  were  made  to  remove  bulky  domestic  refuse. 


In  summary  it  can  be  said  this  proved  a  useful  year  in  relation  to 
the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department.  Positive  gains  have  been 
achieved  with  regard  to  atmospheric  pollution;  house  improvement  and 
food  hygiene.  The  next  year  or  two  prior  to  Local  Government 
Re-organisation  are  years  of  challenge  and  opportunity,  to  ensure  as  far 
as  possible  a  pattern  is  set  which  will  lead  to  worthwhile  development 
in  V/esthoughton  and  a  clean  and  healthy  environment. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


There  has  been  no  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  during  the 

year. 

Details  of  the  various  diseases  concerned,  will  be  found  in  Section 
F  of  the  Report. 


Yours  faithfully, 
E.  Taylor 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30266488 


SECTION  A 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

GENERAL 


Area  of  the  district  in  acres 
Population  -  1961  census 

Population  -  1971  census  (advance  analysis) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  year 
Sun  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

(a) 

Live  Births  -  Legitimate 

106 

110 

Illegitimate 

10 

8 

116 

118 

Live  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000 
population)  - 

13.2 

(b) 

Still  Births 

2 

— 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000 
total  births)  - 

8.0 

(c) 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

118 

118 

DEATHS 


(a)  Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) 

(b)  Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 


Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births 

(c)  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000 
live  births) 

(d)  Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 
1,000  total  live  births) 


5,554 

16,254 

17,720 

6,373 

2,050 

Total 

216 

18 

234 

2 

^36 

5 

21 .0 
23.0 

NIL 

13.0 

13.0 


-  5  - 


DEATHS  (cont'd) 


( e)  Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  21.0 

(f)  Maternal  Mortality 

Number  of  deaths  NIL 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  per  1,000 

total  live  and  stillbirths)  NIL 

(g)  Cancer  . -•  41 

(h)  Heart  .Disease  -  •  ""  85 

(i)  Measles  NIL 

(j)  Whooping  Cough  NIL 

(k)  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  -18 

(l)  Pneumonia  *  16 

(m)  Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary  NIL 

Non-Pulmonary  NIL 

( n)  All  causes  : - 

Male  .  119 

Female  119 

Total  238 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

(a)  Crude  1 3«  5 

(b)  Adjusted  14.7 


Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  England  and  Wales  for  the 

year  1971  with  corresponding  figures  for  V/osthoughton 


Rates  per  1,000  Hone  Population 

England  &  Hales  V/esthoughton 


BIRTHS : - 

Live  Births 
Still  Births 

DEATHS :  - 

All  causes 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

Re spiratory 
Other 

Cancer  (all  forms 

Trachea,  Lung  and  bronchus 
Other  cancer 

Maternal  Mortality  (total) 
Infant  Mortality 
Neo-natal  Mortality 
Early  neo-natal  Mortality 
Perinatal  Mortality 

NOTIFICATIONS  (Corrected) 

Measles 
Dysentery 
Scarlet  Fever 
V/ho oping  Cough 
Infective  Jaundice 
Tuberculosis 
Respiratory 
Mo  .ninges  and  C.N.S. 

Other  forms 
Diphtheria 
Tetanus 

Acute  Meningitis 
Acute  Encephalitis 
Infective  . 

Post  Infectious 
Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Paralytic 
Non-paralytic 
Leptro spiro sis 
Paratyphoid  fever 
Typhoid  fever 
Food  poisoning 
Anthrax 


16.0 

13.2 

■***  * 

12.0 

8.0 

(a) 

11.6 

13.5 

0.029 

Nil 

0.019 

Nil 

0.010 

Nil 

2.39 

2.31 

0.63 

0.67 

1 .76 

1.64 

0.17 

(a) 

Nil 

(a) 

18.0 

(b) 

21 .0 

(b) 

12.0 

0>) 

13.0 

(b) 

10.0 

(b) 

13.0 

(b) 

22.0 

(a) 

21 .0 

(a) 

2.770 

1  .13 

0.219 

Nil 

0.256 

0.848 

0.344 

0.056 

0.289 

Nil 

0.187 

0.124 

0.003 

Nil 

0.050 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0.001 

Nil 

0.038 

Nil 

0.002 

Nil 

0.001 

Nil 

0.009 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0.002 

Nil 

0.003 

Nil 

0.138 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

-  7  - 


Birth  and- Death  Rates •( cont* d) . 
Notifications  (Corrected)  (cont'd) 


Smallpox 
Plague 
Cholera 
Typhus  fever 
Relapsing  fever 
Yellow  fever 


(a)  Per  1,000  total  (live 

(b)  Per  1,000  live  births. 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

and  still)  births. 
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The  following  is  a  statement  showing  comparative 
statistics  for  the  years  1966  -  1971 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths 

from  the  various  causes,  during  the  year  -  1971 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

-  ..  ■-  .  .  .  ^  .  .... 

MALE 

FEMALE  ! 

TOTAL 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

...  4 

3  | 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  intestine 

2 

4 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Larynx 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus- 

11 

— 

11 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast. 

—  • 

8 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— ' 

1 

1 

Leukaemia 

'1 

— 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

3 

3 

6 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

1" 

1 

2 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

— 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

— 

3 

3 

Chronic  .  rheumatic  heart  disease 

2 

3 

5 

Hypertensive  disease 

1 

1 

2 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

40 

39 

79 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

2 

4 

6 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

10  . 

17 

27 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system ... 

3 

7 

10 

Pneumonia 

6- 

10 

16 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

15 

3 

18 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

1 

3 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

1 

2 

3 

Other  diseases,  Genito-Urinary  system 

1 

— 

1 

Diseases  of  Musculo  -  Skeletal  system 

— 

2 

2 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour-  etc-. 

«f» 

1 

1 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

1 

1 

2 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions 

— 

2 

2 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

7 

— 

7 

All  other  accidents  •  -  - 

3 

1 

4 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

2 

— 

2 

Total  all  causes  - 

119 

119 

238 
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SECTION  B 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

for  the  area 


Divisicnal  Medical  Officer 


Ellis  Taylor,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

No.  11  Divisicnal  Health  Office, 

Lancashire  County  Council, 

Leigh  Hoad, 

LEIGH,  Lancashire.  Telephone:  Leigh  73227/8/9 

Ambulance  Service 

Control  Centre  Telephone:  Swinton  4343 

Child  Welfare  Centre  and  School  Clinic,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton. 


Telephone:  Westhoughton  3139 
Clinics 

1 .  Diphtheria,  Measles,  Tetanus  and  I/hooping  Cough  Immunisation  and  Smallpox 

and  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

(a)  General  Practitioner  Service. 

(b)  Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton. 

Thursday  1-30  p.m.  -  4.00  p.m. 

2.  Child  Welfare 

Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton, 

Thursday  1-30  p.m.  -  4.00  p.m. 

Cricket  Pavilion,  St.  James  Street,  Westhoughton. 

Wednesday  1-30  p.m.  -  3-30  p.m. 

Over  Hulton  Clinic,  Salford  Road,  Over  Hulton. 

Tuesday  2.00  p.m.  -  4.00  p.m. 

3*  Child  Guidance  Clinic  (by  arrangement) 

Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton. 

4.  Ophthalmic  (by  appointment) 

Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton. 

Wednesday  -  9.00  a.m. 

5.  Chiropody  (by  appointment) 

Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton. 

Wednesday  and  Friday  9-30  a.m.  -  12  noon  for  old  people. 
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6.  Orthopaedic  (by  appointment)  and  Physiotherapy  (alternate  17ed.nesd.ays) 

School  Health  Clinic,  Jones  Street,  Horwich,  cr 
Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton. 

7.  Relaxation  and  Exercises  Class  for  Expectant  Mothers 

Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton. 

Tuesday  10.00  a.m.  -  11-30  a.m. 

8.  Cervical  Cytology  (For  prevention  and  early  diagnosis  of  cancer 
of  the  cervix)  ("By  arrangement)  Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street, 
Westhoughton. 

9.  Hearing  Testing  (by  appointment) 

Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton. 

1 0.  Dental  (hy  appointment) 

Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  "Westhoughton. 

Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday  morning. 

1 1  .  Family  Planning  Clinics 

Information  regarding  these  Clinics  is  obtainable  from  the  Divisional 
Health  Office  or  from  'Welfare  Centre,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton. 

112 .  School  Health  and  Minor  Ailment 

School  Health  Clinic,  Market  Street,  Westhoughton  -  Monday  9  a.m.  - 
11-30  a.m. 

13.  Chest  Clinic 

(a)  The  Infirmary,  Leigh.  (Telephone:  Leigh  73344) 

(b)  Civic  Centre,  Bolton.  (Telephone:  Bolton  22311) 

1i4.  Venereal  Diseases 

Confidential  treatment  is  available  at  the  following  clinics :- 

(a)  Civic  Centre,  Bolton. 

(b)  St.  Luke' s  Clinic,  Duke  Street,  Liverpool  Road,  Manchester,  3. 

(c)  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan. 

(d)  Leigh  Infirmary,  Leigh. 

Convalescence 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  Apply  to 
Divisional  Health  Office,  Leigh  Road,  Leigh.  Sick  bed  nursing  requisites 
and  appliances  are  available  free  on  loan  from  the  Divisional  Health 
Office  or  District  Nurses 
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Convalescent  Treatment 


Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Health  Visiting  Service 

Health  Visitors  (School  Nurses  are  employed  full  time  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  in  the  district. 

Home  Nursing  Service 

District  Nurses  are  employed  full  time  in  the  District  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council. 

Hospitals 

Royal  Infirmary,  Bolton. 

Bolton  District  General  Hospital,  Parnworth. 

R^yal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan;  and  other  general  and  infectious 
disease  hospitals  situated  in  the  area  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Regional  Hospital  Laboratory  facilities  at  Bolton  and  Wigan 
Infirmaries  and  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester. 

Maternity  Homes 


"Haslam",  "Havercroft"  and  "Heaton  Grange"  Maternity  Homes,  Bolton. 
"Eirs"  Maternity  Home,  Leigh. 

Midwifery  Service 


Two  full  time  domiciliary  midwives  are  employed  in  the  district  by 
the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

Social  Services 


The  care  of  children,  provision  of  Home  Helps,  Day  Nurseries  and 
Child  Minders,  Mental  Health  Service,  Care  of  the  Aged  and  Physically 
Handicapped  is  now  available  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council.  Enquiries  should  be  addressed  to  the  Divisional 
Director  of  Social  Services,  Sun  Alliance  House,  Bradshaw gate,  Bolton. 

Old  People’s  Voluntary  Welfare  Committee 

This  body,  consisting  of  representatives  of  all  local  voluntary 
organisations  interested  in  the  care  and  welfare  of  the  aged,  works  in 
close  association  with  the  statutory  services.  Amongst  the  many 
services  it  organises  and  provides,  are  visiting,  chiropody  and  meals 
on  wheels.  The  Hon.  Secretary  is  Mrs.  E.  Merton,  10  Rogers  Way, 

Y/es  thought  on. 
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X-Ray  Facilities 


Available  at  the  Bolton  and  Wigan  Infirmaries.  Special  facilities 
for  chest  X-Ray  at  the  Hospital  Board’s  Dispensaries  and  Chest  Clinics. 

Hearing  aids  -  replacement  batteries 

These  batteries  are  now  issued  at  the  Public  Health  Department  on 
behalf  of  the  welfare  authority  (Monday  9-30  a.n.  -12  noon  and.  Thursday 
2  p.m.  -  5  p.m*) 
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SECTION  C 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


Y/ator  Supply 

Bolton  Corporation  supply  ',/es  thought  on  with  water  which  is  satisfactory 
in  regard  to  quality  and  quantity.  There  arc  several  sources  of  supply, 
but  the  larger  quantity  cones  from  the  Lake  District.  All  water  is  treated 
before  passing  into  supply. 

During  the  year  a  total  number  of  679  samples  of  raw  water  were 
submitted  by  Bolton  to  bacteriological  examination  and  partial  chemical 
analysis  and  29  to  full  chemical  analysis  in  their  statutory  area  of  supply. 
In  addition  2,439  samples  of  filtered  and  treated  water  received 
bacteriological  examination  and  38  full  chemical  analysis.  The  results 
showed  the  water  to  be  of  excellent  quality,  B.  Coli  being  absent  in  97 . 3/° 
of  potable  water  samples  tested.  All  water  is  treated  oeforo  passing  into 
supply. 

Tests  of  the  water  show  there  is  no  significant  plumbo- solvent  action. 
No  special  action  was  required  to  bo  taken  in  respect  of  any  form  of 
contamination,  later  was  supplied  directly  from  the  puolic  mains  to  serve 
the  total  population  of  17*680  persons.  No  houses  are  supplied  by  stand¬ 
pipes. 

During  the  year  299  metres  of  now  water  mains  were  completed  and  137 
metres  of  existing  mains  renewed. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

This  is  largely  on  the  combined  system.  The  construction  of  three 
rectangular  sedimentation/storm  tanks  with  pipe  lines  and  ancillary  work 
has  been  completed  at  Rogers  Farm  and  is  in  practice  the  first  instalment 
of  a  reconstructed  sewage  disposal  plant.  A  tender  in  the  sum  of  £86j,821 
has  been  accepted  for  reconstruction  of  Rogers  Farm  sewage  works  and 
includes  inlet  works,  sedimentation,  aeration  and  final  tanks,  sludge 
digesting  and  drying  plant  and  ancillary  works  to  the  design  of  G-.B. 

Kershaw  and  Kaufman,  Chartered  Civil  Engineers.  Contract  work  commenced 
on  the  1 st  November,  1971* 

An  estimated  sum  of  171,285*000  is  to  be  spent  on  sewer  construction 
to  drain  an  area  covering  much  of  the  central  pa.rt  of  the  district  and  it 
is  expected  work  will  commence  during  the  later  part  of  1972. 

Apart  from  the  main  sewage  works  at  Rogers  Farm,  there  are  two 
subsidiary  plants  at  Hilton  House  and  Marsh  Brook.  The  Dicconson  Lane 
plant  is  to  be  replaced  by  a  gravity  flow  connection  to  uhc  Aspull  sov/cr. 
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Closet  Accommodation 


In  nearly  all  cases  accommodation  consists  of  fresh  water  closets.  A 
few  pail  closets  are  in  use  however,  where  main  drainage  is  not  available 
and  certain  outlying  farms  use  privy  middens.  It  is  anticipated  these  will 
be  replaced  by  water  closets  as  the  district  develops. 


Numbers  and  types  of  closet  accommodation  existing  at  the  end  of  1971 
are  shown  below,  the  figures  for  the  end  of  1970  being  shown  in  comparison. 


Number  of  privy  middens 

Number  of  closets  attached  to  these  middens 
Number  of  pail  closets 
Number  of  dry  ashpits 

Number  of  moveable  ashbins  (Rounds  re-surveyed) 
Number  of  trough  closets 
Number  of  waste  water  closets 
Number  of  fresh  water  closets 

Conversions  during  1971:- 

Number  of  privy  closets  to  fresh  W.  C. ' s 
Number  of  privy  closets  to  pails 

Number  of  waste  water  closets  to  fresh  water  closets 
Number  of  premises  at  which  moveable  ashbins  we re 
substituted  for  fixed  receptacles 
Trough  closets  to  wash  down  pedestals 
Number  of  pail  closets  to  fresh  W.C.'s 

Public  Cleansing 


1971 

1970 

10 

12 

10 

12 

46 

46 

7,699 

7,198 

9 

9 

6,937 

6,925 

2 


Refuse  Collection  and  disposal  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.  Fifteen  men 
and  throe  special  purpose  refuse  collection  vehicles  are  employed  emptying 
about  7,699  bins  weekly.  A  fourth  vehicle  with  two  men  is  employed  on 
salvage  collection  from  shops  and  removal  of  bulk  refuse  from  domestic 
premises.  Over  eleven  hundred  removals  of  bulky  refuse  were  carried  out. 

It  is  Council  policy  to  remove  most  domestic  refuse  but  it  is  expected 
that  contractors  refuse  following  building  work  will  be  removed  by  the 
firm  concerned.  Carden  refuse  and  other  refuse  can  be  received  from 
residents  at  the  Carnet  Fold  tip  site  during  working  hours  and  on  the  first 
Saturday  morning  in  each  month.  Tho  volume  of  refuse  continues  to  increase 
but  a  weekly  service  was  maintained  throughout  the  yoar.  An  estimated 
5,000  tons  of  household  refuse  was  collected  during  the  year. 
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Public  Cleansing  ( cont ' d) 

In  accordance  with  the  vehicle  renewal  programme  a  Shclvoke  and  Drewry 
35  cub.  yd.  Pakamatic  collection  vehicle  was  purchased  during  the  year  and 
replaced  a  Fore  and  Aft  Tipping  vehicle  of  25  cub.  yd.  capacity. 

Controlled  tipping  has  continued  at  the  Garnet  Fold  site,  off  St. 
Helens  Road,  Wo sthoughton.  During  the  year  a  Working  Party  on  Refuse 
Disposal  reported  to  the  Department  of  the  Environment  and  produced  a  'Code 
of  Practice'  for  controlled  tipping  which  is  adhered  to  at  We  sthoughton. 


A  total  of  503  plastic  and  2  metal  bins  we re  issued  to  domestic  property 
under  the  Council's  replacement  scheme.  A  limited  number  of  paper  sacks  are 
in  use  at  flats. 


Street  cleansing  including  litter  collection  is  carried  out  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

Salvage 


The  collection  of  waste  paper  and 
Y/aste  paper 

197"!  70  tons  6  cwts  12 

1970  69  tons  17  cwts  12 

Tins  have  continued  to  be  removed 
of  controlled  tipping. 

Public  Conveniences 


tins  was  as  follows :- 

Loose  tins  Income 

tons  12  cwts  1  qr.  £734 

tons  3  cwts  £713 

from  the  tip  in  the  normal  process 


The  public  conveniences  adjoining  the  Market  have  been  in  use  about 
eighteen  months.  It  has  been  possible  to  maintain  a  satisfactory  standard 
of  cleanliness  in  spite  of  a  certain  amount  of  vandalism.  It  is 
significant  that  vandalism  has  in  no  case  been  reported  by  the  public. 
Ratepayers  money  has  to  be  spent  in  making  good  damage  and  vandalism  can 
only  be  controlled  if  people  responsible  are  caught  and  appropriate  action 
taken.  The  co-operation  of  the  public  in  this  natter  is  therefore  very 
necessary. 


Public  Health  Inspections 

1971 

1970 

Premises  visited 

3,804 

3,754 

Number  of  visits:- 

5,176 

5,395 

Housing  and  nuisances 

1,571 

2,061 

Factories 

33 

53 

Infectious  diseases 

59 

27 

Food  poisoning 

10 

15 

Rodent  control 

54 

32 
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Public  Health  Inspections 

1971 

1970 

Offensive  trade 

449 

277 

Schools 

12 

11 

Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

49 

48 

Shops  (Employment  of  Young  Persons) 

414 

413 

Food  premises 

318 

.  o  366 

Clean  Air 

1,035 

1,732 

Miscellaneous 

330 

353 

Noise 

t 

22 

5 

Defects  or  nuisances:- 

Number  discovered 

372 

466 

Number  abated 

371 

1,162 

Number  of  Notices  served:- 

Informal 

149 

148 

Statutory 

3 

11 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  visited  a  wide  variety  of  premises  during 
the  year  and  consequently  were  in  touch  with  all  sections  of  the  public. 

Many  times  they  were  called  upon  to  arbitrate  in  difficult  situations  when 
differences  had  arisen  between  neighbours  and  it  was  here  that  tact  and 
understanding  were  of  more  value  than  the  use  of  statutory  notices.  Not 
every  matter  complained  about  had  a  clearly  defined  legal  remedy  and  the 
application  of  common  sense  backed  by  technical  experience  was  of  particular 
value.  Complaints  of  noise;  dumping  of  rubbish,  extraneous  matter  in  food; 
infestations;  obstructed  drainage  and  housing  defects  were  all  dealt  with  by 
the  department  during  the  year.  In  a  case  of  insufficient  water  supply  to  a 
dwelling  the  Council  gave  a  grant  to  the  owner  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1964  to  partially  cover  the  cost  of  a  separate  service 
connection  to  the  main.  An  interesting  case  of  pollution  of  Hall  Lee  Brook 
by  dark  brown  liquid  was  investigated  and  traced  back  to  a  culvert  under  the 
M  6 1  motorway.  Chemical  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis.  The  cause  was 
proved  to  be  large  quantities  of  water  used  to  extinguish  burning  hay  at  a 
farm,  the  water  having  found  its  way  to  watercourses  in  the  district.  Ten 
motor  vehicles  abandoned  in  the  district  were  removed  by  arrangement  with  a 
contractor  and  destroyed. 

NOISE 


A  number  of  noise  complaints  were  investigated  and  a  reduction  in  noise 
achieved.  A  complaint  of  contractors  causing  noise  by  use  of  pneumatic 
drills  near  a  school  was  dealt  with  by  the  provision  of  muffles  on  the  .  . 
drills.  Noise  from  a  water  pump  at  a  Launderette  was  reduced  by  bolting  the 
pump  on  to  a  firm  concrete  base  and  using  flexible  couplings.  The  erection 
of  a  crane  gantry  at  a  steel  works  was  the  subject  of  investigation  by  the 
Accoustics  Group  of  Salford  University.  The  firm  concerned  do  not  intend 
under  any  normal  circumstances  to  operate  the  plant  between  10  p.m.  and 
6  a.m.  and  will  co-operate  as  far  as  practicable  in  keeping  noise  to  an 
acceptable  level. 
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Shops 


There  were  414  inspections  of  shops  carried  out  in  relation  to  hours 
of  employment  of  young  persons  under  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  1950. 
Individual  contraventions  were  reported  to  Lancashire  County  Council  for 
action. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  19&3» 

This  Act  relates  to  the  welfare  of  office  and  shop  workers.  There 
were  eighty  nine  registered  premises  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  This  figure  included  fifty-nine  retail  shops;  nineteen  offices  and 
eleven  catering  establishments.  Forty-nine  inspections  of  registered 
premises  wore  carried  out.  The  number  of  persons  employed  at  registered 
premises  totalled  four  hundred  and  twenty- two , made  up  of  183  males  and 
239  females. 

A  summary  of  cases  where  compliance  has  been  requested  and  of  work 
done  is  given  below: - 


Requirements  of  the.  Act 
relating  to:- 

No.  of  cases  where 
conplianco  requested 

No.  of  cases 
whore  work  done 

Sanitary  conveniences 

2 

3 

Washing  facilities 

2 

2 

Cleanliness 

1 

Overcrowding 

M. 

Temperature 

1 

Ventilation 

3 

— 

Lighting 

3 

3 

Drinking  Water 

— 

Accomodation  for  clothing 

1 

— 

Sitting  facilities 

— 

Seats  for  sedentary  workers 

— 

Eating  facilities 

— 

Floors,  passages,  stairs 

2 

Thermometers 

3 

1 

First  Aid 

6 

4 

Fencing  of  machinery 

2 

3 

Abstract  of  the  Act 

3 

6 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  19&3  (Cont*d) 


Seven  premises  were  newly  registered  during  the  year.  Approximately 
one  third  of  all  registered  premises  received  a  general  inspection.  New 
plans  are  always  inspected  and  recommendations  on  layout;  heating; 
lighting  etc.,  are  made  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Act. 

Retailers  are  accepting  the  need  to  adequately  guard  food  slicing 
machines  and  generally  standards  in  registered  premises  in  Westhoughton  are 
good.  The  majority  of  premises  are  small  and  employ  only  a  few  people. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  no  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year. 
Offensive  Trades 


An  Offensive  Trades  premises  processing  animal  waste  was  in  October 
of  this  year  the  subject  of  an  action  by  the  Council  claiming  an  injunction 
to  restrain  the  firm  concerned  from  creating  nuisance  by  stenches.  The 
action  for  trial  was  before  the  Court  of  the  Chancery  of  the  County 
Palatine  of  Lancaster  held  at  Manchester.  In  advance  of  the  trial  the  firm 
consented  to  judgement  and  the  Court  ordered  that  the  Defendants  be 
perpetually  restrained  from  creating  a  nuisance  by  stenches,  the  operation 
of  the  injunction  being  stayed  until  the  27th  October,  1974  or  two  years 
after  planning  permission  and  vacant  possession  had  been  given  to  the  firm 
to  develop  land  for  the  purpose  of  their  business,  whichever  was  the 
earlier  of  the  two  dates. 

.  Public  Health  Inspectors  carried  out  five  hundred  inspections  in 
connection  with  this  case  and  worked  many  hours  of  overtime  day  and  night. 
For  several  months  at  least,  other  work  had  to  take  a  second  place.  This 
proved  therefore  a  major  and  extremely  important  effort  to  improve  tho 
atmosphttre  of  Westhoughton  and  reduce  odours  from  this  factory  to  below 
nuisance  level. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  District. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

An  indoor  swimming  pool  of  1 0, 000  gallons  capacity  is  in  use  at  the 
Westhoughton  County  Primary  School,  Central  Drive.  The  water  is  heated, 
filtered  and  chlorinated.  Twelve  bacteriological  and  two  chemical  samples 
were  taken  and  proved  satisfactory.  The  Health  Department  advise  and  act 
in  consultation  with  the  school  staff  to  ensure  satisfactory  standards 
are  maintained. 
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Disinfestation 


During  the  year  infestations  of  insects  at  thirty  one  premises  were 
treated  and  precautionary  spraying  carried  out  prior  to  vacation  of  unfit 
houses  and  subsequent  rehousing  in  Council  property.  The  phasing  out  of 
the  more  persistent  or gano chlorine  insecticides  especially  D.D.T.  has 
continued  and  the  organophosphorous  compound  Fenitrothion  is  used  fairly 
extensively  as  a  replacement.  Bugs,  cockroaches,  fleas,  wasps,  plaster 
beetles,  mites,  silver  fish  were  some  of  the  insects  which  were 
encountered  and  received  treatment. 

Pet  Animal's  Act,  1951 


Two  licences  were  issued  to  keep  a  pet  shop  and  are  subject  to 
inspection  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

Schools 


The  water  supply  to  the  schools  in  the  area  was  found  to  be  constant 
and  sufficient.  All  schools  now  have  modern  type  water  closets  and 
eleven  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  Regular  cleansing 
and  decoration  of  the  conveniences  is  carried  out.  Inspections  of 
school  meals  facilities  and  kitchen  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and 
advice  given  as  necessary. 

Scrap  Lletal  Dealers  Act  1967 

Seven  scrap  metal  dealers  were  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  enforcement  of  the  Act  in  relation  to  the  keeping  of  records  is 
undertaken  by  the  Police. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act  1931 


There  are  no  premises  in  the  area  where  rag  flock  is  manufactured, 
used  or  sold. 

Rodent  Control 


During  1971  the  work  of  rodent  control  continued,  the  Cleansing 
Foreman  carrying  out  treatment  assisted  by  a  rodent  operator. 

/ill  rat  and  nice  infestations  receive  prompt  treatment  and  work  at 
private  dwellings  is  carried  out  free  of  charge.  Business  and  other 
premises  are  charged  on  a  cost  basis.  ‘  _ALphak.il'  -  a  narcotic  poison 
has  replaced  Warfarin  for  nice  infestations.  Racunin  containing 
coumatetralyl  is  used  as  well  as  Warfarin  against  rats  and  can  be 
effective  against  mice.  It  is  an  anticoagulant  poison.  The  technique 
of  mouse  baiting  lies  in  the  use  of  numerous  small  baits  well 
distributed.  Alphakil  is  for  indoor  use  only  and  should  bo  withdrawn 
after  ten  days  as  mice  can  become  habituated  to  this  poison.  It  can  be 
used  again  after  an  interval  of  seven  days. 
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Rodent  Control  (cont'd) 


Three  hundred  and  thirty  premises  were  inspected  and  well  over  six 
hundred  visits  made  for  purposes  of  survey  or  treatment.  Eighty  four 
agricultural  promises  were  also  surveyed.  Three  hundred  and  twenty 
three  infestations  received  treatment.  Treatment  of  sewers  was  carried 
out  as  usual  and  sewage  treatment  works  received  special  attention. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

Two  site  licences  were  in  operation- during  1971*  In  each  case 
licence  conditions  follow  Model  Standards  issued  by  the  Department  of 
the  Environment.  Emphasis  is  placed  upon  adequate  fire  precautions. 

One  site  certified  by  the  Caravan  Club  for  use  by  their  members  only  as 
an  overnight  halt  exists  in  the  district. 
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CLEAN  AIR 


Smoke  Control 

Industrial  smoke  is  now  at  a  minimum.  Notice  of  proposal  to  instal 
a  furnace  under  Section  3  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1936  was  received.  This 
related  to  an  oil  fired  warm  air  heater  for  a  Supermarket. 

The  Council's  No.  7  Smoke  Control  Order  was  confirmed  during  the 
year  and  becomes  operative  in  October,  1973*  It  covers  960  acres  of 
land  and  404  promises.  About  2,866  premises  are  now  subject  to  smoke 
control.  In  view  of  Local  Government  Re-Organisation  it  is  particularly 
desired  to  press  ahead  with  smoke  control  and  it  is  anticipated  the  No. 

8  Order  bounded  by  Park  Road/Manchester  Road  and  Bolton  Road  and  covering 
456  dwellings  will  be  submitted  in  1972  -and  become  operative  in  October, 
1973. 


Council  house  improvements  continue  and  all  improved  houses  are 
made  smokeless.  Gas  fired  partial  central  heating  is  being  installed  in 
ex  N.C.B.  houses  at  Kearsley  Street  which  are  being  renovated  by  the 
Council.  Much  of  the  original  opposition  to  smoke  control  has  gone  as 
the  public  have  realised  the  benefits  of  modern  and  improved  heating  and 
a  cleaner  atmosphere.'  A  high  percentage  of  dwellings  now  use  gas;  off 
peak  electricity  or  oil.  There  is  still  a  plane  for  solid  fuel, 
especially  roomheaters  which  are  a  relatively  high  efficiency  appliance. 

As  open  fireplaces  are  sealed  up  and  doors  weather  stripjoed  lack  of 
ventilation  can  cause  condensation  problems  especially  in  unheated 
bedrooms.  Adequate  whole  house  warmth,  proper  ventilation  and 
insulation  of  roof  spaces  particularly  are  of  considerable  help  in  this 
respect.  Paraffin  heaters,  while  a  relatively  cheap  method  of  heating 
are  in  general  a  contributory  factor  in  condensation  and  where  such 
trouble  is  experience  are  better  avoided. 

Measurement  of  At mo spheric  Pollution 

Smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  measurement  has  continued  throughout  the 
year  at  the  Library  Street  site,  and  as  in  previous  years  pollution  was 
highest  during  the  months  October  to  March  when  domestic  fires  were  in 
general  use.  . 

The  average  pollution  recorded  for  the  yo^r  was  98  microgrammes  of 
smoke  per  cubic  metre  of  air,  and  11 8  microgrammes  of  sulphur  dioxide 
per  cubic  metre  of  air.  This  compared  with  230  microgrammes  of  smoke  and 
213  of  sulphur  dioxide  in  1962  when  measurements  were  first  taken.  The 
improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  atmosphere  continues  due  to 
progress  on  domestic  smoke  control. 
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SECTION  D 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Milk  Supply 

Dairy  farmers  are  registered  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food.  Licences  to  sell  special  designated  milk  namely,  "Pasteurised”, 
"Sterilised",  "Ultra  Heat  Treated"  and  "Untreated"  are  issued  by  Lancashire 
County  Council  as  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  area.  Milk  distributors 
licences  continue  to  be  issued  by  the  Council. 

Action  taken  by  the  local  authority  in  relation  to  samples  taken  in  the 
district 

a)  Raw  Milk 

('l  )  Tuberculosis  -  Biological  Test 

No.  of  samples  2  No.  negative 

(l 1 )  Brucellosis  -  Ring  Tost 

No.  of  samples  81  No.  negative 

Brucellosis  -  Culture  Test 
No.  of  samples  15  No.  negative 

Brucellosis  -  Biological  Test 
No.  of  samples  7  No.  nega„tive 

(ill)  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test 

No.  of  samples  30  No.  satisfactory  24  No.  unsatisfactory  6 

b)  "Heat  Treated"  milk  -  pasteurised 
( 1 )  Phosphatase  Test 

No.  of  samples  11  No.  satisfactory  11  No.  unsatisfactory  Nil 

( 1 1  )  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test 

No.  of  samples  11  No.  satisfactory  11  No.  unsatisfactory  Nil 

c)  "Heat  Treated"  milk  -  sterilised 
( 1 )  Turbidity  Test 

No.  of  samples  5  No.  satisfactory  5  No.  unsatisf actory  Nil 

( 1 1  )  "Ultra  Heat  Treated"  -  colony  count  test 

No.  of  .samples  2  No.  satisfactory  2  No.  unsatisfactory  Nil 


2  No.  positive  Nil 

60  No.  positive  21 

10  No.  positive  5 

1  No.  positive  6 
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Sampling  aver  the  last  few  years  has  made  dairy  fanners  aware  of  the 
problem  of  brucellosis  infection  of  raw  milk  and  most  producers  are 
anxious  and  willing  to  take  all  practical  steps  to  reduce  the  possibility 
of  their  herds  being  infected.  Five  cattle  excreting  brucella  organisms 
were  slaughtered. 

No  notifications  of  tuberculous  milk  were  forwarded  to  the  Divisional 
Inspector  of  the  Ministry  uf  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Ice-cream 

• 

Forty  six  premises  are  registered  fcr  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  which  is 
"pre-packed"  with  the  exception  of  a  manufacturer’s  premises  producing 
"Hot-Mix"  ice  cream. 

Eleven  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  during  the  year  and  nine  were 
found  to  be  in  the  provisional  Grade  1 ;  two  samples  were  void. 

Twenty  seven  inspections  in  relation  to  premises  and  vehicles  were 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

Shell  Fish 


No  cases  of  illness  due  to  consumption  of  shell  fish  were  reported. 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963. 

Four  samples  of  liquid  egg  submitted  to  the  Alpha-Amylase  test  proved 
satisfactory.  There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district. 

Food  Complaints 

Apart  from  food  complaints  dealt  with  by  the  Food  &  Drugs  Authority 
two  complaints  of  mould  in  a  chocolate  sponge  and  malt  loaf  were  investigated 
and  the  firms  concerned  cautioned  by  the  department.  A  foreign  body  in  a 
tinned  beef  dinner  proved  to  be  a  vegetable  stalk  1^"  in  length. 

Food  premises 


Number  of  food  premises,  by  type  of  business  in  the  district  at  the 
end  of  the  year:- 


Type  of  business 

No. 

A 

B 

C 

General  grocers  and  provision  dealers 

54 

54 

54 

54 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Fishmongers 

1 

1  ■ 

1 

1 

Heat  Shops 

13 

13  . 

13 

1'3 

Bakers  and/cr  confections 

1:2 

12 

12 

12 

Fried  fish  shops 

12 

12 

12 

12 
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Type  of  business 

No*  ' 

A 

B 

""c 

Shops  selling  mainly  sugar  confectionery. 

minerals,  ice-cream  etc. 

Licensed  premises,  Clubs,  canteens, 
restaurants,  snack  bars,  catering 

9 

9 

9 

9 

establishments. 

69 

69 

69 

69 

NOTE: 


Food 


1 960  in  table  above 


A  —  Premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  16  relating  to  washbasins. 
B  -  Premises  to  which  Regulation  19  relating  to  sinks  applies. 

C  -  Premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  1 9  in  relation  to  sinks 
for  washing  food  or  equipment. 


A  total  of  318  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  during  the  year. 

44  defects  were  found  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1  96O 
and  81  defects  were  remedied  during  the  year. 


Advice  was  issued  to  food  traders  on  the  handling  of  perishable 
foods  such  as  trifles,  cooked  meats,  sausages  and  pies  which  are  prone  to 
rapid  deterioration  and  mould  growths  especially  during  hot  humid  weather. 
Emphasis  needs  to  be  placed  on  absolute  cleanliness,  screening  of  open 
food,  avoidance  of  overstocking  and  stock  rotation.  Temperature  control 
is  vital  and  the  display  of  meat  pies  in  sunny  shop  windows  is  not  good 
practice.  Knives  and  other  equipment  used  in  connection  with  raw  meat 
must  on  no  account  be  used  for,  or  allowed  to  cone  into  contact  with 
cooked  meats. 


The  use  of  open  date  coding  for  perishable  meat  products  especially 
has  much  to  commend  it.  Codes  at  least  should  be  easily  understandable 
by  retailers  and  this  is  not  the  position  in  every  case. 

It  is  well  to  remember  that  an  army  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  can 
only  control  all  food  premises  to  a  degree  and  the  public  have  a  vital 
part  to  play  in  ensuring  that  they  shop  at  the  cleanest  premises  and  are 
not  slow  to  comment  and  report  adverse  food  hygiene  practices, 
particularly  any  apparent  lack  of  cleanliness.  Ultimately  the  public 
will  get  the  standard  of  food  hygiene  they  are  prepared  to  accept. 

Dining  out  has  now  become  a  leisure  occupation  for  many  and  is  big 
business.  The  importance  of  food  hygiene  remains  and  is  a  vital  duty  of 
the  Public  Health  Department.  There  can  never  be  any  room  for 
complacency  in  this  aspect  of  our  work. 

Meat 


No  slaughterhouses  were  in  operation  in  the  district  during  the 
year.  The  inspection  of  meat  and  meat  products  is  carried  out  at  food 
shops  as  a  routine  procedure. 
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Food  condemned 


The  following  foodstuffs 

were 

condemned  and  surrendered :- 

Tinned  neat 

177 

lbs. 

Tinned  fish 

2 

lbs. 

Tinned  fruit 

373 

lbs. 

Tinned  soup 

390 

lbs. 

Tinned  vegetables 

1  588 

lbs. 

Fro ah  neat 

260 

lbs. 

Tinned  rice  pudding 

340 

lbs. 

Spaghettie 

86 

lbs. 

Pickles 

7 

lbs. 

Frozen  food 

929 

pKtS. 

Ready  Meals 

16 

lbs. 

Sponge  pudding 

43 

lbs. 

Tinned  custard 

70 

lbs. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1933» 

Tho  Lancashire  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  in  the 
district.  The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  kindly  supplied  no 
with  the  following  information: - 

A  total  of  117  samples  was  obtained  comprising  86  milks  (7  of  which 
were  Channel  Islands  Milk)  and  31  others  as  follows:- 

1  Seconal  Sodium  Pulvules 
1  Denera  Sugar 
1  Semolina 
1  Steak  Pie,  Frozen 
1  Madeira  Cake 
1  French  Dressing 
1  Cold  Relief  Mixture 
1  Table  Dessert  canned 

1  Cheese 

2  Tomatoes  canned 
1  Creamed  Mushrooms  canned 
1  Fish  Cakes 
1  Margarine 


1  Coffee  Extract  Dry 
1  Sausage 
A  Ice  Cream 
1  Cream  Dessert 
1  Cheese  Spread  with  Han 
1  Cream  canned 

1  Milk  Condensed  Full  Cream  Unsweetened 
1  Fruit  Salad,  canned 
1  Meat  Balls  in  Tomato  Sauce 
1  Bread 

1  Cold  Relief  Powders 

2  Smoked  Haddock 
1  Kippers 


I  give  below  details  of  those  samples  on  which  the  County  Analyst  gave 

adverse  reports :- 


Sample 


Result  of  Analysis 


Action  Taken 


Seconal  Sodium  30  x  1 00  ngn  seconal  pulvules  dispensed 
Pulvules  compared  with  30  x  30  mgn  seconal 

sodium  -Pulvules  requested. 


Pharmacist 

cautioned. 


Formal  Milk 


Fat  Content  3.70/?.  Deficient  7«3>^fat. 


Producer 
cautioned  and 
further  sample 
obtained. 


Formal  Milk 


Fat  Content  2.Q5%.  Deficient  3«0^>  fat  Producer 

and  low  in  solids  not  fat.  informed. 
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Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  (cont'd) 


Result  of  Analysis 


Formal  Milk  Fat  3.15  parts  by  weight 

Solids  not  fat  8.20 
Water  88.65 


100.00 

Freezing  point  -  535°C  i.e.  deficient 
21 .2%  fat. 


Informal  Milk 

Formal  Milk 


Freezing  point  indicates  0.6%  extraneous 
water. 

Fat  content  2.90%.  Deficient  3.3%  fat. 


Steak.  Pie, 
frozen 


Sample  overweight  (i.e.  5  oz.  declared 
but  6  oz  supplied)  and  meat  content 
(i.e.  1  oz)  appropriate  to  the  amount 
required  in  a  5  oz.  pie  but  not  in  a 
6  oz  pie. 


Coffee  Extract  Contained  0.2%  of  insoluble  material 
Dry  resembling  charred  coffee  solids. 


Bread  Contained  5y%  of  fat  which  was  declared 

only  with  the  word  "Enriched”. 
"Enriched"  constitutes  a  claim  as 
detailed  in  Regulation  2l(l)(b)(i)  of 
the  Labelling  of  Food  Regulations  1970 
so  that  the  commodity  ceased  to  be 
sold  as  bread  ( Simpliciter)  or  as  any 
of  the  Bread  and  Flour  Regulations. 

The  package  should  therefore  bear  a 
list  of  ingredients  since  the  exemption 
in  part  11  of  schedule  11  of  the 
Labelling  Regulations  does  not  apply. 
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Action  Taken 

Producer 

cautioned 


Dairy 

cautioned. 

Producer 

informed. 

Manufacturer 

informed. 


Complainant 

and 

manufacturer 

informed. 

Baker 

communicated 

with. 


Poultry  Inspection 

(l)  Number  of  poultry  processing  premises  within  district .  1 

(il)  Number  of  visits  to  these  premises . .  40 

(ill)  Total  number  of  birds  processed  during  the  year .  150,876 

(IV)  Types  of  birds  processed  -  hens 


(v)  Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption..  3.0^ 

(Vi)  Weight  of  poultry  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 1 8, 2691bs . 

(VIl)  Regular  visits  are  made  to  the  premises  and  carcases  showing 

evidence  of  disease  are  rejected  by  the  operator  or  in  doubtful 
cases  set  aside  for  inspection  by  the  Public  Health  Department. 
Reasonable  food  hygiene  conditions  are  maintained  but  improve¬ 
ments  to  buildings  are  necessary.  The  premises  are  now  under 
new  ownership  and  plans  are  in  hand  for  the  erection  of  new 
buildings  as  a  priority. 

The  Imported  Pood  Regulations,  1968. 

These  regulations  allow  imported  food  to  bo  transported  in  locked 
containers  from  the  ports  for  inspection  at  their  poiirtr  of  destination. 

This  is  a  growing  practice  allied  to  modern  methods  of  handling  imports 
at  the  docks.  During  the  year  a  number  of  bales  of  Irish  bacon  and  bags 
of  pickling  onions  from  America  were  inspected  and  passed  as  fit  for 
human  consumption. 
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SECTION  E 


Housing 


Statistics 


Ten  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year  by  private  builders. 
Little  development  can  be  expected  until  re-sewerage  of  the  district  is 
under  way. 

1,362  dwellings  in  Y/es  thought  on  are  owned  and  maintained  by  the 
Council.  Much  of  the  private  housing  is  now  owner/occupied  and  this  has 
a  tendency  to  raise  housing  standards. 

Sufficiency  of  supply  of  houses 

There  are  512  applicants  on  the  Council's  Housing  List.  A  high 
proportion  of  applicants  are  however  householders  seeking  smaller 
accommodation.  There  is  not  an  acute  housing  problem  in  the  district 
but  the  very  rapid  rise  in  house  prices  now  means  that  many  young  couples 
are  unable  to  obtain  a  home  unless  they  can  rent  a  Council  property. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  49  dwellings  were  under  construction  at  ’The 
Y/elland’,  Y/igan  Road,  consisting  of  1 8  x  1  bedroom  flats;  18x2  bedroom 
flats  and  13x3  bedroom  houses. 

The  provision  of  1 9  small  dwellings  on  the  Church  Street/Wesley 
Street  site,  24  x  1  bedroom  dwellings  at  King  Street;  32  small  dwellings 
art  Y/hitehorse  and  90  dwellings  at  Daisy  Hill  are  contemplated. 

Fitness  of  houses 


During  the  year  the  Brancker  Street  (No.  2  )  (No.  3)  and  (No.  4) 
Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  were  made  by  the  Council  and  contained  in 
total  fifty  eight  dwellings.  Two  unfit  houses  were  closed.  Twenty  six 
persons  were  rehoused  from  unfit  dwellings.  Six  houses  remain  to  be 
represented  from  the  Council’s  1 967/72  Clearance  Programme.  A  new 
Clearance  Programme  1973/77  is  to  be  formulated  and  is  likely  to  include 
approximately  one  hundred  dwellings.  The  Clearance  of  unfit  properties 
and  the  improvement  of  sound  houses  is  important.  Generous  improvement 
grants  are  now  available  for  renovation  of  property  to  a  high  standard 
to  give  a  life  of  at  least  thirty  years.  Grant  for  the  provision  of  a 
damp  course,  modern  amenities;  electric  power  points;  kitchen 
modernisation;  partial  central  heating  and  certain  repair  work  can  be 
made  available  provided  dwellings  are  brought  up  to  the  requisite 
standard.  A  considerable  amount  of  time  was  spent  by  Public  Health 
Inspectors  on  improvement  work  in  close  liaison  with  the  Surveyor’s 
Department. 
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Fitness  of  Houses  (cont'd) 


Pre-war  Council  houses  are  being  improved  and  113  houses  have  been 
completed;  schemes  are  in  hand  or  authorised  at  190  further  houses.  A 
further  243  houses  are  to  be  improved.  This  covers  all  pre-war  council 
property.  Many  of  these  houses,  indeed  the  majority,  will  be  provided 
with  full  central  heating  to  ensure  that  a  high  standard  of  comfort  is 
achieved  and  problems  of  condensation  can  be  eliminated.  All  these 
houses  will  be  modernised  to  use  smokeless  fuel  and  will  make  a  valuable 
contribution  to  the  Council’s  clean  air  policy. 

Sixteen  improvement  grants  and  forty  eight  standard  grants  were 
approved  by  the  Local  Authority  during  the  year.  The  improvement  of 
forty  six  houses  in  Kear-sley  Street  and  Hindloy  Road  purchased  by  the 
Council  from  the  National  Coal  Board  commenced.  In  due  course  it  is 
anticipated  this  area  will  be  declared  a  General  Improvement  Area  and 
works  of  environmental  improvement  undertaken. 

One  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty  four  inspections  were  carried 
out  during  the  year  in  relation  to  fitness  of  houses.  Defects  were 
remedied  at  115  houses  as  a  result  of  the  service  of  notices  or  other 
action  by  the  Department.  The  number  and  typo  of  defects  found  and 
remedied  by  the  end  of  the  year  are  shown  below: - 


Type  of  Defects  at  Dwell inghou sc s 

Found 

Remedied 

Drains 

i7  -1 

68 

Roofs 

29 

20 

Chimneys 

18 

21 

Eavesgutters 

41 

27 

Rainwater  pipes 

17 

15 

Walls 

41 

32 

Damp 

38 

33 

W allplaster 

38 

47 

Ceiling  Plaster 

28 

43 

Sinks 

10 

~7 

■s 

Sink  waste 

11 

9 

Skirtings 

5 

3 

Floors 

26 

31 

Stairs 

1 

3 

Windows 

67 

54 

Ventilation 

— 

2 

Doors 

24 

18 

Food  storage 

5 

1 

Food  preparation 

— 

— 

Food  cooking 

— 

— 

Lighting  (natural) 

1 

1 

Fire  grate  s 

11 

13 

Closets 

13 

12 

Yards  and  passages 

10 

8 

Other  defects 

8 

1 

Total  ‘ 

512 

455 
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Fitness  of  houses  (cont'd) 


Eight  Qualification  Certificates  were  issued  to  landlords  under 
the.  Housing  Act  1969  after  the  property  had  been  put  in  good  repair 
enabling  the  registration  of  a  fair  rent  and  the  conversion  of  the 
houses  to  a  regulated  tenancy.  Three  Provisional  Qualification 
Certificates  were  issued  to  enable  landlords  to  provide  modern 
amenities  and  carry  out  repairs  so  that  in  due  course  a  fair  rent 
could  be  registered  on  completion  of  the  necessary  work  subject  to 
the  consent  of  the  tenant. 
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SECTION  F 


Prevalence  of,  and  control  over 

Infectious  and  other  diseases 

Diphtheria 

No  case  occurred  in  the  district.  The  need  to  continue  immunisation 
however,  remains. 

Dysentery  -  - 

No  case  was  notified. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  case  was  notified. 

Measles 

A  total  of  20  notifications  were  received. 

Meningococcal  Infection 

No  case  was  notified. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

No  case  was  notified. 

Poliomyelitis 

No  case  was  reported.  The  need  to  continue  immunisation  is  important. 
Scarlet  Fever 

12  cases  were  notified. 

Smallpox 

No  case  or  contact  reported. 

Tuberculosis 

Two  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 

year. 

Who oping  Cough 

1  case  was  notified. 

Infective  Jaundice 


No  case  was  notified. 


All  provisions  governing  the  notification  of  infectious  diseases 
and  food  poisoning  arc  now  to  be  found  in  Sections  47  to  49  of  the 
Health  Services  and  Public  Health  Act  1968  and  the  Public  Health 
(infectious  Diseases)  Regulations  1968. 

Infectious  diseases  now  to  be  notified  by  nodical  practitioners 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  arc:- 

Acute  encephalitis 
Acute  meningitis 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Anthrax 
Cholera 
Diphtheria 
Dysentery 

(amoebic  or  bacillary) 

Infective  Jaundice 
Leprosy 
Leptospirosis 
Malaria 
Measles 

Pood  poisoning  is  also  notifiable. 

Notification  of  the  following  diseases  is  no  longer  required:- 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia  Erysipelas 

Acute  primary  pneumonia  Memraneous  croup 

Acute  rheumatism  Puerperal  pyrexia 


Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Para- typhoid  fever 
Plague 

Relapsing  fever 

Scarlet  fever 

Smallpox 

Tetanus 

Tuberculosis 

Typhoid  fever 

Typhus 

Whooping  Cough 
Yellow  fever- 


Total 

Whooping  Cough 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Acute  J 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

Infective  Jaundice 

i-3 

o 

c+ 

P 

B 

w 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Measles  j 

Food  poisoning 

Leptospirosis 

Acute  Infectious 

Encephalitis 

Dysentery 

Diphtheria 

! 

V» 

VM 

- 

i 

rv> 

i 

1 

i 

20 

i 

i 

•  1 

i 
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known 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Total 

Death 

1 

i 

» 

1 

_ 

t 

Cases 

re¬ 

moved 

to 

hosp¬ 

ital 

35 


Corrected  cases 'of  infectious  disease  (other  than  tuberculosis) 

notified  during  the  year  1971 


Tuberculosis 


Now  Cases  and  Ilortality  during  1971 


New  Cases 

.  Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non  respiratory 

Re  spiratory 

Non  respiratory 

Years 

M  F 

M  '  F ' 

M  F 

.  M  1  F 

0 

1 

5 

10 

13 

20 

25.  ' 

35 

45 

55 

65 

and 

over 

1 

1 

! 

2 

—  — 

—  .  — 

Total 

2 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  year:- 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis:  22 

Non-re spiratory  Tuberculosis:  13 


SECTION  G 


Factories  Act  1961 

Visits  to  factories  during  the  year  showed  that  standards  of  sanitary 

accommodation  are  generally  satisfactory.  Co-operation  with  firms  was  good 

and  legal  action'  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  Factories  Act  was  found 

unnecessary.  Cotton  Spinning  and  Weaving;  Steel  Erecting;  Metal  Box 

Manufacture;  Manufacturing  "Chemist  s';  “  Paint';' '  “Raincoat  and  Plasterboard 

Manufacture  are  the  chief  industries  in  the  area, 
i 

Prescribed  Particulars  on:thc  Administration 
/  of  the  Factories  .Act,'  19^1 

Part  1  of  the  Act 

1.  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspector). 


. .  — . . - . 

Number  on 

; 

Number  of 

Premises 

Register 

Inspections 

Y/ritten 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1) 

.  (?) 

(3) 

(4) 

(3) 

1  .  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1-,2,3>4  & -6  .... 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  •  ••• 

■  -  ■  4 

-  .  3  . 

Nil 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  (l)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

76 

33 

5 

Nil 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 
•  ;  -  -Section  7 •  Ms  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority, 
(excluding  outworkers 
premises) . 

..  .  1 

1 

7 

2 

Nil 

87 

40 

7 

Nil 

1 
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Factories  Act,  1961  (cont'd) 


1 .  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  wore  found 


Number  of  cases 

were 

in  which 
found 

defects 

Number  of  cases 
in  which 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To  H.  M. 

Insp. (4) 

By  H.  H. 
Insp. (3) 

prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

__ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tomporature( S. 3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 
a)  Insufficient 

1 

2 

b)  Unsuitable  or  •defective 

3 

6 

— 

— 

— 

c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

■  — 

Other  offences  against  the 

• 

Act  (not  including'  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

_ 

_ 

—  ..{ 

6 

8 

- 

- 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act  -  Three  outworkers  are  employed  in  the  district 


j 

<  . 

Section  110 

Section  111 

No .  of  out 

No.  iof 

Ch 

0 

• 

0 

No*  of 

Notices 

t 

Prosecu 

workers  in 

defaults 

prosecu- 

instances 

Served 

tions 

Nature  of  work 

August  list 

in  sbnd- 

tions  for 

of  work 

required  by 

ing  lists 

failure 

in  un- 

Sec.  110 

to  the 

to  supply 

wholesome 

(1)  c 

Council 

lists 

promises 

(0 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(3) 

(6) 

(7) 

Carry- cot 

- 

manufacture 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

L-...  - - - 

Nil 

Nil 

. .  Nil 
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SECTION  H 


HOME  SAEETY 


A  Safety  Committee  was  appointed  by  the  Council  to  deal  with  both 
Home  Safety  and  Road  Safety  matters.  All  members  of  the  Council  served 
on  the  Committee  and  also  the  following  persons  not  being  members  of  the 

Council,  namely 


Mr.  J.  W.  Todd  (Rospa) 
Mr.  R.  Greaves 
Mr.  G.  Halliwell 
Mr.  J.  B.  Abbott 


Dr.  S.  L.  McKinley 
Miss  K.  Williams  ' 

Inspector  C.  Eord 

Station  Officer  B.  Eckerslcy  (Eire  Service) 


A  Home  Safety  Trailer  provided  by  Lancashire  County  Council  toured 
Westhoughton  during  ’’Wakes"  weekend,  Saturday  28th  August  and  formed  part 
of  a  carnival  procession  run  on  behalf  of  local  charity.  As  in  previous 
years  Hone  Safety  literature  was  provided  for  the  public  in  the  library 
foyer. 


A  campaign  was  organised  by  the  fire  brigade  including  visits  by 
fire  officers  to  houses  in  the  district  to  advise  householders  on  all 
aspects  of  fire  safety  in  the  home. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  figures  for  1969  showed  that  there  were 
6,507  deaths  arising  from  accidents  in  the  home.  60fo  of  deaths  are  due 
to  falls  primarily  by  elderly  people.  The  need  for  well  lit  rooms  and 
especially  halls,  staircases  and  landings  is  of  considerable  importance. 
Stairs  should  be  kept  free  from  all  obstructions  and  floor  coverings 
kept  in  good  repair.  Poisoning  is  the  second  major  cause  accounting  for 
13/o  of  deaths.  The  need  to  ensure  flues  to  heating  appliances  of  all 
kinds  are  free  from  obstruction  and  rooms  properly  ventilated  is 
important.  Drugs  and  medicaments  should  be  kept  in  a  locked  cupboard 
and  if  not  required  handed  to  the  chemist  for  destruction. 


